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of the nation. The revolts were mere episodes, of no deep signifi-
cance, and the king of England's conquests were merely ephe-
meral. This war, carried on by adventurers with no national
character, was a war between two royal families rather than be-
tween two nations. It is possible that the struggle against the
bands in the service of the king of England, known as 'the Eng-
lish', may have led to the rise of a national sentiment, but this
is not certain. The demonstrations of hostility against the English
may have arisen from a sense of local patriotism. The poet Alain
Chartier was a native of Rouen, the neighbourhood of which had
suffered particularly from the English invasion. Joan of Arc, ad-
mirable though her conduct may appear, belonged to the Ar-
magnac party, which was at war with the Burgundian party, the
allies of the English; her loyalty was to the king of her party
rather than to the king of the French nation.
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The royal domain continued to increase. At the beginning of
the fourteenth century it began to extend beyond the kingdom in
the French territories nominally depending upon the Empire,
such as Lyons, the Lyonnais and Dauphine (the name of which
was henceforth to provide a title for the heir apparent to the throne
of France). The war with the king of England placed the royal
domain in peril, but the victories which put an end to it brought
the king of France Guyenne, with Bordeaux, leaving the king of
England nothing but the town of Calais.

The increase of the domain was further checked for a long time
by the custom of giving a province as an apanage to the king's
younger sons. These princes of the royal house, though vassals
of the king, became independent sovereigns, having each his own
court, government, parliament and army, and even making war
upon the king. This new feudal class, which has been called the
apanaged class (apanagee}> was powerful enough to enter into the
'League of the Public Weal' (Ligue du bien public], which opposed
Louis XI on his accession, and to collect an army which succeeded
in defeating the royal army quite near Paris and forcing the king
to yield to the princes. Louis XI, who has left the reputation of
an astute and clever king, started his reign with a series of serious
167